
Rollingwood Women’s Club Meeting 
Date:  January 15, 2019 
Location:  Rollingwood City Hall 
Speaker:  Mayor Mike Dyson 
Attendees: 25 people 
Minutes submitted by: Tami Esson and Natasha Harris 
Minutes approved by:   Kelly Dixon 
          
 
Secretary Natasha Harris opened the meeting in lieu of President Kelly Dixon who was 
unable to attend due to an emergency.  Natasha thanked City Hall for hosting tonight’s 
event. Natasha introduced the new Rollingwood Mayor Mike Dyson, who replaced 
Roxanne McKee.  
 
Mayor Dyson shared about his background and family as well as his path to becoming 
Mayor. He reviewed what is important for Rollingwood: the city staff, police, and the 
community. He stressed how communication is key to the community at all levels and 
can always be improved upon. Through the city branding process, he shared that 
events such as the 4th of July parade, Eggstravaganza and Fun Run kept bubbling up 
as things that residents appreciated about living in Rollingwood.  All of these events are 
organized by the Rollingwood Women’s Club and make our community stand out. He 
thanked the RWC for organizing these events for our community.   
 
We were planning to hear from Interim Police Chief Crystal Pompa, but she must have 
been called away on police business. We then continued with announcements.  
 
The minutes from the last meeting are on the website as well as the funding proposals. 
It was brought to our attention that we need to approve the minutes from the last 
meeting, per our bylaws. Tami Esson made a motion to approve the minutes. Shanti 
Jayakumar seconded the motion. The motion passed. 
 
Natasha gave the Treasurers report:  there is $36,000 in the account. We will discuss 
allocations of the funds after announcements are made.  
 
Natasha thanked Debbie Dillon for stepping up as hostess for this meeting. She also 
thanked Missy and David Parrish for hosting the Holiday Party. Pictures can be found 
on the RWC website.  
 
Eliza Schindler, our hospitality chair, recently had a baby girl, Malin Dane Schindler, 
born 12/26. Consequently, there is a current need for someone to fill in for this position 
for the next few months. Email Kelly if you know someone who is interested. A card was 
circulated for Eliza and Cole that members could sign. 
 
There were no new members at the meeting.  
 
Following are the winners from the holiday lights competition: 



a. 1st Place: Eliza and Cole Schindler at 3304 Gentry 
b. 2nd Place: The West Family at 4919 Timberline 
c. 3rd Place: The Reece Family at 100 Riley Road  
d. Honorable Mention: Best Collaborative Lights - 2802 and 2803 Vance Ln. 
e. Honorable Mention: Best 4-Way Stop - Gentry and Ridgewood 

 
Thanks to Mary Elizabeth Cofer, Sandra Farrell and Jenny Hill and her girls for judging. 
The winners received a sign and a small holiday gift.  
 
Thank you to Diane Dillard for organizing the holiday gift for City Hall Employees. They 
received engraved Yeti mugs and a box of Tessa’s Chocolates.  
 
VP of Membership Gwen Barton updated the group on the status of the Directory. It is 
still in progress. We have information for 150 of the 450 families in the neighborhood, so 
there is still work to do. We are hoping to have it ready by the holidays next year. 
 
Special Events Coordinator Amy Imes spoke about the 5K and other events. She said 
we need members to get involved for upcoming events for the day of or in planning 
them: 5K, Eggstravaganza, and 4th of July. See the sign-up the board if interested. We 
also need chairs for these events so please sign up! 
 
Amy Pattillo thanked the RWC on behalf of Wendi Hundley for the flowers and the 
community support her family received after a death in the family. 
 
The next meeting is Feb 19th at the home Kristen Burns at 107 Laura Lane. The 
speaker will be author Sarah Bird. Her latest book “Daughter of a Daughter of a Queen” 
is loosely based on a true story about the only female Buffalo Soldier. "Come hear the 
amazing, true stories of Cathy Williams, the only woman to serve with the legendary 
Buffalo Soldiers and the 40-year journey Sarah Bird took to bring her story to the page." 
 
Upon finishing the announcements, we began discussing the Disbursement Proposals. 
We discussed all three proposals and then voted at the end. See the additional Funding 
Request hand-out for more specific information about each request. 
 
First, we heard from Amber Lewis, Rollingwood City Administrator. She discussed the 
need for either a Smartboard or TV/projection system to replace the dysfunctional 
current equipment. The options were: 

a. Smartboard 75” = $9,173 
b. Smartboard 65” = $7,319 
c. TV with projection and video conferencing = $3,500 
d. TV with projection and no video conferencing = $2,600 

 
Amber walked us through the information on the Funding Request hand-out.  
 
A member asked if any of these technologies will become less applicable in the new 
City Hall location that is being considered. Any of these options can be used in the new 



space. The Smartboard is mobile. One idea being considered for the new City Hall is a 
dual function space that will work for both City Council meetings and events as well as 
for community events, so it’s feasible this will be used by more than just for City Council 
meetings.  It was confirmed it can be used by the various Commissions as well. 
 
Amber mentioned funds could be matched by the city if the RWC were able to provide 
even half of the funds.  
 
Alderwoman Amy Patillo shared anything would be better than what they have now so 
please consider any of these options.  
 
Amy Imes mentioned that the RWC mission statement says we can use funds for 
helping the City of Rollingwood, but when sponsors are solicited for special events we 
seem to emphasize the funds are going to beautifying Rollingwood. Shanti suggested 
we change the event materials to say we help beautify city spaces since City Hall is 
included in that. We decided there’s a need to check the specific wording on our event 
materials to make sure they reflect the RWC mission statement. The RWC Board will 
address this.  
 
The second Funding Request was from the Parks Commission for the Halloween Party.   
Sandra Farrell addressed the group requesting an amount not to exceed $1,000 to help 
underwrite the second annual Halloween Party. Questions were raised about whether or 
not this event should be a fundraiser for the parks or a neighborhood community-
building event, and we just cover costs. They want to keep ticket prices low for the 
event. There was discussion about using the RWC website to handle the ticket 
purchasing for the event since it is free and will cut down on costs. Since the event is 
run by the Parks Commissions, will it be confusing if tickets are purchased on the RWC 
website? After discussion, we agreed the Parks Commission will continue to manage 
the event but in partnership with RWC. RWC’s role will be limited to ticket sales on the 
website and assistance with underwriting per this funding request.  RWC will not be 
taking over management of this event. 
 
The third Funding Request was from the Parks Commission for an Outdoor Music 
Space.  We could not vote on this request at the meeting because it had not been 
approved by City Council. We agreed to go ahead and discuss it.  Joanne Parker from 
the Parks Commission shared about the proposal for an outdoor music space for 
musical instruments that could be played by children and adults. Toni Hudson also 
added additional information and helped answer questions. 
 
The Parks Commission is recommending the brand Harmony Park. Joanne saw it in a 
park while on vacation over the summer.  At a minimum, they are requesting a starter 
set and would like to add an animal drum at a later date. There is a 5-year warranty on 
the equipment. 
 
The Parks Commission would like to place this in a generally unused area in the lower 
park that has drainage issues and is typically always muddy, though it’s a great shady 



spot. The proposal includes funding for turf and edging to help with drainage. This is the 
same turf that is under the swing set. The Parks Commission can work with the city or 
RCDC to request funding for the turf and edging portion, but they included it in this 
proposal so we can see the entire request and in the event there are RWC funds 
available.    
 
This proposal meets the objectives in the Parks Master Plan, but it is not specifically in 
the Master Plan.  The location of the Outdoor Music Space would not get moved when 
the Master Plan comes in to play.  There are no major plans for improvements to the 
parks in the coming years as the Parks Commission waits for the City Hall remodeling 
plans to be decided. They know the Pavilion and the playgrounds will not move, so feel 
this is a great addition to the park area while we await the other project to be completed. 
 
The Parks Commission discussed a splash pad, but found out that it is a harder sell 
because it’s a high maintenance item due to running water lines, drainage, water 
treatment, etc.  
 
A member asked about the sturdiness of materials and how they will hold up in our 
100+ degree summers.  We agreed this should be further investigated. Natasha 
suggested the Parks Commission look at Butterfly Christian Preschool on Bee Caves 
Rd. They have similar equipment that was put in 2-3 years ago. We can see how it’s 
weathered over time and if kids lose interest. Sara Hutson asked about how loud the 
equipment is and if it has been discussed with the neighbors surrounding the park area. 
 
After all proposals were discussed, we moved to voting.  
 
Melissa Morrow made a motion to partner with the Parks Commission to underwrite the 
Halloween party with an amount not to exceed $1,000. Becky Kittleman seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed.  
 
Shanti Jayakumar made a motion for the Smartboard/Projection system to allocate 
$5,000 to the city, but let the city decide what is the best equipment to buy for their 
needs and also determine if they can find additional matching funds to purchase the 75” 
board. Roxanne McKee seconded the motion.  
 
The motion was then discussed. We all agreed that if the funds do not get used within a 
year then it gets re-allocated back to RWC or we just don’t give the money to the city 
until Smartboard/Projection system is purchased.  
 
Gwen Barton amended the motion to $6,500, so the city can get their first choice of 
SmartBoard. Shanti Jayakumar seconded the motion.  
 
The motion was then discussed. The question was raised on whether we needed to 
fund half, and the city get the other half matched. We discussed if we should offer 
$5,000 with the caveat if Amber runs into trouble with funding the remaining portion that 



she comes back to the RWC and ask for additional help. Most people seemed more 
comfortable with spending $5,000 vs $6,500.  
 
We then voted on the amendment for $6,500 first. 14 members voted for the 
amendment. 11 voted no. The ammendment passed. Then, we voted on the original 
motion amended. 18 members voted for the motion. 1 voted no.  The motion passed. 
 
While the Outdoor Music Space request could not be voted on tonight, we did an 
interest tally to see if there were enough members that liked this idea. A large portion of 
the group said yes and there were no adamant “no’s”.   
 
Our next meeting will be on Feb 19th at the home Kristen Burns at 107 Laura Lane. 


