
Rollingwood Women’s Club Meeting 
Date:  April 16, 2019 
Location: Home of Kelly Peck 417 Ridgewood Road 
Speaker:  Courtney Elliot 
Attendees:  21 people 
Minutes submitted by:  Natasha Harris 
Minutes approved by:  Kelly Dixon 
 
President Kelly Dixon opened the meeting. 
 
The minutes from the March meeting are on the website. Macey Delcambre 
made a motion to approve the minutes.  Becky Kittleman seconded. The motion 
passed. 
 
Kelly asked if there are any new members.  The following members introduced 
themselves: Jessica Garcia, Malini Rajput, and Jamie Tadlock. 
 
Kelly gave the Treasurer’s report for Debbie Dillion. Our current account balance 
is $38K.  To date, we have $3,500 in 5K sponsorships. 
 
Jenny Hill, VP of Programs, introduced our guest speaker, Courtney Elliot an Art 
History Professor at St. Andrew’s 
 
Courtney Elliott is a passionate educator of all ages. After graduating from The 
Hockaday School in Dallas, she earned a BA in History and Spanish from 
Rhodes College. Wanting to follow in her mother's footsteps, she became a 
teacher. She has been teaching for nearly twenty years: at St. Agnes Academy in 
Memphis, The Hockaday School, Greenhill School in Dallas, and currently, at St. 
Andrew's Episcopal School. Along the way, she earned an MA in Latin American 
Studies from UT Austin and planned international trips for the MBA Global 
Studies Department at SMU Cox School of Business. While her classes are Art 
History, U.S. History, World History, and Latin American Studies, Courtney also 
tutors ages 7-18 in everything from elementary math to college essay writing and 
standardized test prep. About five years ago, Courtney began donating her time 
to her sons' school auctions with art history parties. Gathering small groups of 
adults in private homes to teach an art history lesson quickly became one of her 
very favorite ways to teach. A true life-long learner, Courtney travels to anywhere 
and everywhere: from Marfa to Myanmar, Israel to India, but her true love is Latin 
America. Mother of James, age 10, and Andrew, age 6, she tries to inspire her 
boys to learn about art and history and Spanish; in exchange, she learns from 
them about football, basketball, and what is most important in this precious life. 
 
She shared tips for how to make art fun and feel good: 

• Keep it simple, experiential, in small doses, release the need to see it all. 
• Content – ask: what are you looking at? What do you see in the piece? 
• Style – what is the style? Swirling lines, dark lines, etc. 



• Medium – what is the medium? oil, pencil, print? 
• Feeling – How does it make you feel? 
• I wonder why…why the artist used (fill in the blank) feature? 
• Follow up – next day, week, ask about: what do you remember? 

 
Courtney shared highlights of the arts in Austin and the exhibits around town...Art 
In Austin: What To See And How to Talk About It With The Next Generation. 
 
Mexic-Arte Museum – small, fresh, gallery size, constantly changing exhibits, 
contemporary; current exhibit is printmaking 
 
Elisabet Ney Museum – a lot of events, sculptures, house is a castle, not snobby 
art, staff really helpful 
 
James Turrell Skyspace at UT – art installation with light: 

• Near engineering building, on the roof of public university 
• Free but have to make reservations, at twilight can go in for two different 

showings 
• It’s an experience, immersed in it 
• Light changes 30 minutes have to be quiet and sit still 

 
Ellsworth Kelly’s Austin at Blanton Museum of Art 
 
Cildo Meireles – Brazilian artist “Missions” at Blanton 2nd floor, corner 
Made from coins, communion wafers, cattle bones, paving stones 
 
Harry Ransom Center – museum of the humanities 
First photograph ever taken, Guttenberg bible 
 
After Courtney Elliott’s talk, we continued with the business side of the meeting.  
 
Amy Imes provided updates on the Egg-stravaganza, 5k planning, and 4th of 
July. 
 
Egg-stravaganza is April 20 at 9 a.m.  Thank you to Jenny Hill and family for 
making new themed cut-outs for picture opportunities at the Egg-stravaganza.  
We still need volunteers to hid eggs, to manage 5k registrations, and clean up 
after the event. 
 
The Rollingwood 5K in Friday April 26 at 6 p.m.  Fundraising Update - $5,250 
raised. 95 registrations so far which is a little low.  Please share with friends! 
We need volunteers for set up, clean up, food service, directing people on race 
route, and coordinating one water station. 
We have cancelled the packet pick up on Wednesday.  Pick up will only be 
Thursday and race day. 
 



For the 4th of July festivities, we need chairs for the Parade and Party in the Park. 
 
Gwen Barton, VP of Membership, provided an update on the Directory.  We hope 
to have them ready for the last meeting. We discussed colors for the cover and 
voted on the dark orange option.  Judy Moore made a motion to allow spending 
of up to $1,500 for finalizing and printing the directory.  Becky Kittleman 
seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

 
Shanti Jayakumar walked us through a rough outline/draft of directory. We 
discussed options for the front cover.  Cynthia Kimble offered to help with layout. 
Shanti also shared the history of the city signage at entrances to Rollingwood. 
There were lots of stolen cacti! 
 
Kelly made a call for new board members. Open positions are: 

a.     President 
b.     Special Events Coordinator 
c.     Fundraising Chair  
d.     Membership  
e.     Programs Director  
f.      Treasurer 
 

Cynthia Kimble shared about a new speed zone on Rollingwood Dr. It’s a test of 
shifting the speed from 30 to 25 mph.  RWPD is collecting data. There was 
general discussion about this topic.  Members were encouraged to go to city 
council meetings to discuss further. 

 
Thank you to Kelly Peck for hosting our meeting. 
 
Our next meeting is at the pool on Monday, May 6th. 
  
  
 


